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Represented 
countries 

Summary of the presented national strategies Specific issues 

US: 
 OOI + IOOS 

The US strategy is twofold with IOOS and OOI, the first one is funded 
by NOAA and the second one by NSF. Both are working to build an 
integrated data management system from the open ocean to coastal and 
Great lakes areas 
 
Whereas OOI deals more with open ocean, IOOS is integrating regional 
components and involves technology experts via the ACT.  
26 core variables are monitored.  
 
The information to the public is insured via an on line web interface 
dedicated to education and outreach. 
 

- Good integration of coastal and ocean 
observation systems 
 
- Links with private sector insured 
 
- Data distribution and Outreach are 
running 
 
- Missing information on strategy for 
innovation 

France Existing French systems dedicated to coastal in situ observation are 
mainly those being integrated in JERICO like buoys, gliders, 
ferryboxes, vessels of opportunity (such as fishing boats), plus HF 
radars. For the future, the strategy should work on 4 main axes, helping 
to save money. 
 
 
1-The objective to take more benefit of vectors of opportunity: sailing 
boats, cargo, fishing vessels etc. by deploying already developed 
systems: the OceanoScientific, the RECOPESCA probes. 
  
2- Development of innovative sensors able to be integrated onboard 
small systems dedicated to nutrients, contaminants, alkalinity, and 
phytoplankton measurements. This implies to push the technologies 
with SMEs via the JERICO FCT and the label 
 

- Not enough information on scientific 
integration (scales and processes) 
 
- Need to extend the observation 
infrastructure by including more kinds 
of systems 
 
-Innovation and link with private sector 
to strengthen 
 
-- Strategy for innovation put on 
biochemical sensors 
 
- Data distribution is running through 
national system but not shown. 
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4.2     Conclusions on session 2 

The real challenge in marine coastal research for the next decade is to understand and 
forecast the evolution of the coastal ocean, from small to large scales. The observing 
infrastructures, from the deep ocean close to the coasts and down to the bottom of the sea, 
will be essential for the comprehension and the forecasting of coastal health of the ocean. 
As a consequence, most of the national and regional scientific strategies are taking care of 
driving researches from small to large scales in an integrated way. Here, integration means 
of systems; of research fields and of data management systems.  
 
In order to work at European scale, a coordinated implementation and encompassing 
European governance (EOOS) is needed. Indeed, the ocean is a wide but global and 
complex system. Therefore a better coordination between all the communities is needed, 
from deep-ocean to the coast and from the surface to the deep parts.  
A pan European system should also provide a European web capturing national/regional 
coastal observation systems. The need for pan European activity includes the need for the 
provision of data to support forecast models. Likewise for intercomparable environmental 
assessments across Europe there, is a necessity to have common practices, common 
calibrations, common processing, quality control and a common expertise for validation.  
 
A real need for future forecast modeling: Today, the forecast models are global and have a 
high resolution. These models are now nested with more local models as coastal ones, but 
they need more and more in-situ data in renowned format and suitable quality near the coast 
for evaluation and assimilation. As more parameters are to be acquired, a shared approach is 
expected on the coastal observatories around Europe. Not a single organization has leading 
expertise on all parameters. Therefore the opportunity for the expert laboratories to share 
their expertise with the whole European community should be offered. 
 

4.3 Next steps 

This workshop was a first step towards a consistent future European strategy of coastal 
observations. In order to gain an overall picture of the national coastal observation strategies 
implemented in Europe, examples of national coastal observation strategies have been 
presented. All these elements confirmed the need to define a future European strategy of 
coastal oceanography. In addition this workshop put forward specific issues to be addressed 
to build a strategy for the future: 

- the scientific strategy,  
- the infrastructure integration in a national or regional observation system, 
- the strategy for innovation and to better link with the private sector,  
- the strategy to flow the data in an integrated data management system and to 

communicate with scientists, stakeholders and general public. 

Consequently, after this first workshop a second one will be organised to better focus on 
these specific issues, getting the missing information, and to discuss the steps towards a 
common roadmap. It should be organised in February 26-27 2013, in Brussels. For this two-
day workshop, the preliminary agenda is : 

 Half a day for the 3rd TNA call selection panel meeting, 
 one and half day SAC (Scientific Advisory Committee)  workshop on the LABEL 

and future Strategy for Coastal observatories in Europe.
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