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RESUME. - Premiere capture d’ Erythrocles mo-
nodi (Emmelichthyidae) dans I’ Atlantique nord-
est. Les conditions de captures aux abords du
Gouf de Capbreton et les caractéristiques biomé-
triques de ce spécimen sont présentées.
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One specimen ol Crimson rover, Eryth-
rocles monodi Poll & Cadenat, 1954, was caught
for the first time in the North-eastern Atlantic at
43°40'N and 1°44'W (Fig. 1) by the vessel
“Otseau des iles”, 6-7 nautical miles off Capbre-
ton, Bay of Biscay, in August 1997, at a depth of
130-140 m, by mesh net. Biometric data are pre-
sented. This specimen agreed with the descriptions
available in the literature (Heemstra, 1972).

[t is deposited in the collection of the
Muséum national d’histoire naturelle, Paris
(MNHN 1999-1215).

Of the five species of the genus Erythro-
cles in the Atlantic, [ndian and Western Pacific
QOceans, Erythrocles monodi is the only species in
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the Atlantic Ocean. In the Eastern Atlantic, E.
monodi has been collected from off Mauritania
and Senegal, the Gulf of Guinea, and off the
mouth of the Congo River (Heemstra and Randall,
1977; Heemstra, 1990). It is a representative of the
bentho-pelagic ichthyofaunal community of the
outer continental shelf.

Body colour of our specimen was predo-
minantly reddish pink dorsally (Fig. 2) and silvery
ventrally. Measurements taken according to
Heemstra and Randall, 1977, are given in table I.
Fin ray, gill-raker and lateral line scale counts are
given in table II according to Heemstra and Ran-
dall (1977).

A mouth without teeth and the well deve-
loped distinctive supramaxillary bone are the main
characters that distinguish this family from the
other percoids. The lateral line is single and ends
at the caudal fin base; the caudal peduncle has a
low mid-lateral keel on each side. The dorsal fin is
divided to the base, but without a distinct gap
between the two fins.

The stomach was empty. It appears that
the species of this family feed on large zooplank-
ters (Heemstraand Randall, 1977; Nor et al,
1985). The biology of this species is not known.

Acknowledgements. - The authors acknowledge
Patrick Lafargue fisherman on the vessel “Oiseau
des Iles” and Rinaldo and Patrick Trentin who
gave us information about this record.

« REFERENCES

HEEMSTRA P.C., 1972. - Erythrocles monodi
(Perciformes: Emmelichthyidae) in the west-
ern Atlantic, with notes on two related spe-
cies. Copeia, 1972(4): 875-878.

Allantic ocean N |
\
~ [
S A\l
N
¢ Bay AN A N
N of H 9 .
Biscay ‘~"-”/;"\‘” Capbreton
— ity
™~ ~ i \-QOOm_"/’ //
- P
P27 France
-
Spain
| o
== = —— — == 43
3° 20 1°
Fig. I. - Record area of Erythrocles monodi specimen.
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Fig. 2

- Specimen of Erythrocles monodi Poll & Cadenat, 1954 caught off Capbreton in August 1997
(MNHN 1999-1215). Photo: P. Trentin.

Table 1. - Biometric data of Erythrocles monodi caught off Capbreton in August 1997.

Measurements (in mm) | (in % SL) Measurements (in mm) | (in % SL)
Total length 440 Caudal peduncle height 30 7.7
Standard length (SL) 390 Caudal peduncle width 30 7.7
Maximum height 110 28.2 Dorsal fin length (2) 160 41.0
Head height 80 20.5 Anal fin length 50 12.8
Head length 85 21.8 Caudal fin length 80 20.5
Pupil diameter 15 3.8 Pectoral fin length 80 20.5
Orbit diameter 30 7.7 Pelvic fin length 70 18.0
Interorbital width 40 10.3 Eye-mouth length 20 5.1

Counts Table 1. - Meristic data of Erythrocles monodi.

*Standard data from Heemstra and Randall

Standard* Specimen (1977).
Dorsal spine 11 L
Fin ray

Dorsal ray 1i-12 1
Pectoral ray 18-20 19
Anal ray 9-10 10
Gill-raker (first) 36 - 40 38
Lateral line scale 68 - 72 72
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