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Executive summary 

ICES Working Group on the Assessment of Celtic Seas Ecoregions stocks (WGCSE) 
met at ICES headquarters in Copenhagen (Denmark) from 11 to 19 May 2011. 35 
stocks distributed in ICES Subareas VI and VII (excluding VIId), with anglerfish (Lo-
phius piscatorius and L. budegassa) extending its distribution to ICES Divisions IIa, IIIa 
and Subarea IV, and megrim (Lepidorhombus  whiffiagonis) extending to ICES Division 
IVa, were assessed. In total, WGCSE assesses four stocks of cod (Gadus morhua), four 
stocks of haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), one stock of anglerfish ((Lophius pisca-
torius and L. budegassa), two stocks of megrim (Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis), four stocks 
of whiting (Merlangius merlangius), five stocks of sole (Solea solea), five stocks of plaice 
(Pleuronectes platessa), and nine stocks of Nephrops (Nephrops norvegicus) distributed in 
eleven functional units (FU), upon which one stock was added this year, pollock (Pol-
lachius pollachius) in Subareas VI and VII. There were 22 participants from six coun-
tries (Belgium, France, Ireland, Norway, Russia and UK), and some supportive help 
by correspondence in various institutes. The meeting was chaired by Pieter-Jan Schön 
(UK) and Joël Vigneau (France). 

The meeting was tasked with carrying out stock assessments and providing catch 
forecasts and a first draft of ICES Advice for 2012 for all stocks in its remit. Particular 
attention was given this year to provide an advice for all the stocks where this was 
possible, following ICES guidelines. In accordance with the advisory framework, all 
assessments conducted by WGCSE in 2011 were update analyses, and were con-
ducted on the basis of the stock annex, for those stocks having an agreed assessment 
method. In 2011, four stocks in the remit of WGCSE were subject to benchmark 
analysis, and only sole in VIIa received an agreed assessment. Plaice in VIIa and 
plaice in VIIfg were recommended to use trends only assessment for the provision of 
management advice but could not be used as a basis for predicting future catch op-
tions, and the benchmark was inconclusive for megrim IV, VI. During the meeting: 

• eight stocks were assessed with an age-based model: haddock in VIb, 
plaice in VIIe, sole in VIIe, in VIIfg and in VIIa, (XSA), cod and haddock in 
VIa (TSA) and cod in VIIa (B-ADAPT); 

• five stocks were assessed with an age-based assessment considered for 
trends only: haddock in VIIb–k, cod in VIIe–k, plaice in VIIfg and in VIIa 
and whiting in VIIe–k; 

• seven Nephrops stocks were assessed with information from underwater 
TV surveys : FU11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 and the FU22 part of the FU20–22 
stock; 

• nine stocks were assessed for trends only: anglerfish in IV and VI, haddock 
in VIIa, megrim in IVa and VIa and megrim in VIb, Nephrops FU16, plaice 
in VIIh–k, sole VIIh–k, Whiting VIIa and whiting VIa. Nephrops FU20–21 
part of the FU20–22 stock can also be added to this list. 

• six stocks could not be assessed: cod and whiting in Vb, sole and plaice in 
VIIbc, pollock in Celtic Seas and Nephrops FU19. 

Some difficulties were encountered preventing from applying strictly an update as-
sessment, and solutions had to be accommodated during the WG. The major difficul-
ties were the absence of one survey in 2010 for technical reasons, and the 
modification of one survey design. No special data deficiencies were reported this 
year, although all data poor stocks remained in the same situation. 
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The WG discussed the preparatory work for the benchmarks in 2012, and proposed 
seven stocks to be reviewed next year. These are cod in Division VIa, in Division VIIa 
and in Divisions VIIe–k, Haddock in Division VIa, Whiting in Division VIa, Angler-
fish in Division IIa, IIIa, Subarea IV and VI and Sole in Division VIIe.  In the longer 
run, plaice in Division VIIa, haddock in Divisions VIIb–k and in Division VIIa were 
put on the list to be subject to a benchmark in 2013 and sole in Divisions VIIfg in 
2014. Another set of six stocks were said to be prone to benchmark without a pro-
posed date. 
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1 General 

1.1 Terms of reference 

2010/2/ACOM12 The Working Group for the Celtic Seas Ecoregion 
(WGCSE), chaired by Pieter-Jan Schon (UK) and Joel Vigneau (France) will meet at 
ICES Headquarters, 11–19 May 2011 to: 

• Address generic ToRs for Fish Stock Assessment Working Groups (see ta-
ble below); 

• Assess the progress on the benchmark preparation of Anglerfish (Lophius 
budegassa and L. piscatorius) in Divisions IIa, IIIa, Subarea IV, VI, VIIb–k 
and VIIIa,b, Cod in Division  VIa, VIIa, VIIe–k; Sole in Divisions VIIf,g, and 
Sole in Division VIIe. 

The assessments will be carried out on the basis of the stock annex in National Labo-
ratories, prior to the meeting. This will be coordinated as indicated in the table below. 

Material and data relevant to the meeting must be available to the group no later than 
14 days prior to the starting date. 

WGCSE will report by 23 May 2011 for the attention of ACOM. 

Fish 
Stock Stock Name 

Stock 
Coord. 

Assessment 
Coord. 1 

Assessment 
Coord. 2 

Perform 
assessment Advice 

ang-
ivvi 

Anglerfish 
(Lophius 
piscatorius and L. 
budegassa) in 
Division IIa, 
IIIa, Subarea IV 
and VI 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

Denmark, 
Norway 

Y Update 

cod-
iris 

Cod in Division 
VIIa (Irish Sea) 

UK 
(England) 

UK 
(England) 

 Y Update 

cod-
rock 

Cod in Division 
VIb (Rockall) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 N Catch 
statistics 
only 

cod-
scow 

Cod in Division 
VIa (West of 
Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

cod 
VIIe–
k 

Cod in Division 
VIIe–k (Celtic 
Sea) 

France France Ireland Y Update 

had-
7b–k 

Haddock in 
Divisions VIIb–
k 

Ireland Ireland France Y Update 

had-
iris 

Haddock in 
Division VIIa 
(Irish Sea) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

had-
rock 

Haddock in 
Division VIb 
(Rockall) 

Russia Russia UK 
(Scotland) 

Y Update 

had-
scow 

Haddock in 
Division VIa 
(West of 
Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 
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Fish 
Stock Stock Name 

Stock 
Coord. 

Assessment 
Coord. 1 

Assessment 
Coord. 2 

Perform 
assessment Advice 

meg-
scrk 

Megrim 
(Lepidorhombus 
spp) in Subarea 
VI (West of 
Scotland and 
Rockall) and 
Subarea IV 
(North Sea) 

Ireland Ireland UK 
(Scotland) 

Y Update 

nep-
11 

Nephrops in 
Division VIa 
(North Minch) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

nep-
12 

Nephrops in 
Division VIa 
(South Minch) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

nep-
13 

Nephrops in 
Division VIa 
(Firth of Clyde) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

nep-
14 

Nephrops in 
Division VIIa 
(Irish Sea East) 

UK 
(England) 

  Y Update 

nep-
15 

Nephrops in 
Division VIIa 
(Irish Sea West) 

UK 
(Northern 
Ireland) 

UK 
(Northern 
Ireland) 

Ireland Y Update 

nep-
7bcj 

Nephrops in 
Division 
VIIb,c,j,k 
(Porcupine 
Bank) 

Ireland Ireland  Y Update 

nep-
17 

Nephrops in 
Division VIIb 
(Aran Grounds, 
FU17) 

Ireland Ireland  Y Update 

nep-
19 

Nephrops in 
Division VIIa,g,j 
(Southeast and 
West of IRL, 
FU19) 

Ireland Ireland  Y Update 

nep-
20–
22 

Nephrops in 
Divisions VIIfgh 
(Celtic Sea, 
FU20–22 

France France Ireland Y Update 

ple-
7b–c 

Plaice in 
Division VIIb,c 
(West of 
Ireland) 

Ireland   Y Update 

ple-
7h–k 

Plaice in 
Divisions VIIh,k 
(Southwest of 
Ireland ) 

Ireland Ireland Belgium Y Same 
advice as 
last year 

ple-
celt 

Plaice in 
Divisions VIIf,g 
(Celtic Sea) 

UK 
(England) 

UK 
(England) 

Belgium Y Update 
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Fish 
Stock Stock Name 

Stock 
Coord. 

Assessment 
Coord. 1 

Assessment 
Coord. 2 

Perform 
assessment Advice 

ple-
echw 

Plaice in 
Division VIIe 
(Western 
Channel) 

UK 
(England) 

UK 
(England) 

France Y Update 

ple-
iris 

Plaice in 
Division VIIa 
(Irish Sea) 

UK 
(England) 

UK 
(England) 

 Y Update 

sol-
7b–c 

Sole in Division 
VIIb, c (West of 
Ireland) 

Ireland   N Catch 
statistics 
only 

sol-
7h–k 

Sole in Divisions 
VIIh–k 
(Southwest of 
Ireland) 

Ireland   Y Same 
advice as 
last year 

sol-
celt 

Sole in Divisions 
VIIf,g (Celtic 
Sea) 

Belgium Belgium UK 
(England) 

Y Update 

sol-
echw 

Sole in Division 
VIIe (Western 
Channel) 

UK 
(England) 

UK 
(England) 

France Y Update 

sol-
iris 

Sole in Division 
VIIa (Irish Sea) 

Belgium Belgium  Y Update 

whg-
7e–k 

Whiting in 
Divisions VIIe–k 

Ireland Ireland France Y Update 

whg-
iris 

Whiting in 
Division VIIa 
(Irish Sea) 

Ireland Ireland UK 
(Northern 
Ireland) 

Y Update 

whg-
rock 

Whiting in 
Division VIb 
(Rockall) 

Ireland   N Catch 
statistics 
only 

whg-
scow 

Whiting in 
Division VIa 
(West of 
Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

UK 
(Scotland) 

 Y Update 

Pol-
celt 

Pollock in the 
Celtic Seas 

    Collate 
data 
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