[bookmark: _GoBack]Table S1. Number of pyrotags per 454-sample in the global survey of protist diversity in the plankton (several organismal size-fractions) and sediments analyzed in DNA and RNA surveys (total of 95 samples). See Table 1 for additional information on sampling cruises.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Picoplankton	Nanoplankton	Micro/mesoplankton	Dissolved	Sediments
	____________	____________	______________	_______	____________
Cruise	Depth	RNA	DNA	RNA	DNA	RNA	DNA	DNA	RNA	DNA
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Blanes	Surface	5935	4513	8651	3460	1982	304	3724	-	-
	Sediment	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	3576	323
Gijon	Surface	15304	14886	5662	13895	-	-	-	-	-
Naples-09	Surface	26347	23211	30752	13162	5151	-	1944	-	-
	DCM	19746	12795	27850	13411	4518	3547	460	-	-
	Sediment	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	15739	4806
Naples-10	Surface	7835	3553	4359	3672	9938	1828	-	-	-
	DCM	8896	8553	12868	8058	9504	1523	-	-	-
	Sediment	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	3159	6521
Oslo-09	Surface	10711	8511	14630	16461	7792	3858	-	-	-
	DCM	10975	16793	9084	12734	16929	3491	-	-	-
	Sediment-1	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	6784	4190
	Sediment-2	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	6051	6610
Oslo-10	Surface	10276	15527	3303	17557	5737	2067	1723	-	-
	DCM	7616	13046	17203	21484	-	-	1718	-	-
	Sediment	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	3071	7409
Roscoff	Surface	2613	6780	5234	8966	1451	1611	6487	-	-
	Sediment	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	1720	1402
Varna	Surface	3946	4445	8736	12039	10257	10218	10711	-	-
	DCM	16087	20245	13836	14193	9080	4578	6601	-	-
____________________________________________________________________________________________________





