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The aim of the MLDB and the visualization
products associated is to provide a synthetic and
intuitive sight of the high quantity of information
and relevant aspects collected in the marine litter
datasets at the Pan-European scale.
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WHAT IS THE MARINE LITTER DATABASE (MLDB)?

2001 – 2020
40 COUNTRIES - 1365 BEACHES
12828 SURVEYS
PROTOCOLS: OSPAR, UNEP, UNEP-Marlin,
TG ML

SOURCES:
 OFFICIAL MONITORING: MSFD monitoring
 OTHER SOURCES: Research, cleaning (e.g.

Marine Litter Watch), other monitoring

Software : PostgreSQL / PostGIS

2006 – 2020
22 COUNTRIES - 5481 SURVEYS
PROCOTOLS:
ICES, MEDITS, DeFishGear

SOURCES: ICES-DATRAS database, 

DeFishGear, EMODnet partners

2011 – 2020
7 COUNTRIES - 265 SURVEYS
PROCOTOLS: Heterogeneous management

SOURCES: EMODnet partners, Volvo Ocean Race

 GATHERING IN PROGESS
EMODnet Chemistry is the official EU collector of 
microlitter data from MSFD National Monitoring 
activities

 Beaches locations and litter list used
 Number of surveys and temporal coverage
 Material categories percentage
 Median number of items: total, cigarette

items, fishing and aquaculture plastic
items, plastic bags items

 Trawls location
 Material categories percentage
 Density: total, fishing related

items, plastic bags related items

Viewer : https://ec.oceanbrowser.net/emodnet/
↪ using OGC web services

@EMODnet www.emodnet-chemistry.eu/marinelitter

EMODnet Chemistry set up the MLDB in 2018 to gather and
harmonize available marine litter data at the European
scale. Several publicly accessible visualization products are
regularly updated from the contents of this database.

GOAL

Formatting and pre-ingestion quality control (semantic and syntactic)

Additional post-ingestion quality controls

SEAFLOOR LITTER:
5 MAPS (FOR ALL SOURCES)

BEACH LITTER:
8 MAPS FOR EACH TYPE OF SOURCES

METADATA

Each product is
associated with:
 A DOI (Digital Object

Identifier)
 A metadata record

Metadata catalog:
https://www.emodnet-
chemistry.eu/products/
catalogue

https://ec.oceanbrowser.net/emodnet/
https://www.emodnet-chemistry.eu/products/catalogue

